3
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
MATTHEW 18:21-35
    21.  Then PETER came to Jesus and asked HIM, "Lord, how often must I forgive my brother sinning against me?  Seven times forgiving?"
    22.  Jesus told him, "I tell you, not seven times forgiving, but seventy multiplied by seven that happens, you forgive.
    23.  That is the reason the kingdom of heaven is the same-as a king wanting to count the debts of his servants.
    24.  When the king began counting, one servant came with a debt of $20-Million.  (10,000 talents)
    25.  But the servant had nothing to pay that debt.  Now the king ordered that servant, his wife, his children, and all his things sold to pay the debt. 
    26.  Then the servant knelt and bowed-down in-front-of the king and begged, 'Please be patient with me, and I will pay you everything.'
    27.  The king felt pity for the servant, freed him, and cancelled his debt.
    28.  But when the servant was-leaving, he saw another servant owing him $200; he grabbed-his-neck and shook him saying, 'Pay all you owe me.'
    29.  Then the second servant knelt and begged him, 'Please be patient with me, and I will pay you.'
    30.  But the first servant refused and put him in jail until he paid all his debt.
    31.  When all the other servants saw everything happen, they felt sad.  And they came and told the king all the things.
    32.  Then the king called the first servant and said, 'You bad servant. I forgave all your debt, because you asked me.
    33.  I showed mercy to you; now you have the duty to show mercy to your friend servant the same-as I showed mercy to you, correct?'
    34.  And the king became angry and gave that bad servant to the jail keepers until he paid his full debt.
    35.  The same MY father in heaven will do to you, if you will not from your hearts forgive your brother."


The King = 	
The Servant = 	
The Servant's Debt = 	
Other Servants = 	
Application = 	
	



Suggested Old Testament Lesson
Micah 7
18 God, no other god is like you.
You forgive people guilty of sin;
You don’t look at the sins of your people still living.
You will not stay angry forever,
because you enjoy being-kind.
 19 You will have mercy on us again;
You will conquer [defeat] our sins.
All our sins You will throw away 
into the deepest part of the sea.

Suggested Epistle Lesson 
Colossians 3:12-15
    12.  Now, dear and holy people; you are the chosen people of God.  Now, in your heart put mercy, kindness, humility, quietness, and slowness to anger.
    13.  Show patience to one-another and forgive one-another.  And if one person complains against another, let him forgive that one, the same-as the Lord forgives you.
    14.  First, become loving, because love is the same-as a perfect chain around all these things.
    15.  And let the peace of Christ reign in your hearts.  God called you to give you peace.  Now show thanks.


Supplemental Scriptures
Matthew 5
23 “So when you offer your gift to God at the altar, and you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there at the altar. Go and make peace with that person, and then come and offer your gift...
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemies.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you. 45 If you do this, you will be true children of your Father in heaven. He causes the sun to rise on good people and on evil people, and he sends rain to those who do right and to those who do wrong. 46 If you love only the people who love you, you will get no reward. Even the tax collectors do that. 47 And if you are nice only to your friends, you are no better than other people. Even those who don’t know God are nice to their friends. 48 So you must be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect."

Matthew 6 (The Lord's Prayer)
12 Forgive us for our sins,
just as we have forgiven those who sinned against us...
 13 And do not cause us to be tempted,
but save us from the Evil One.’
 14 Yes, if you forgive others for their sins, your Father in heaven will also forgive you for your sins. 15 But if you don’t forgive others, your Father in heaven will not forgive your sins.

Matthew 18:15
“If your fellow believer sins against you, go and tell him in private what he did wrong. If he listens to you, you have helped that person to be your brother or sister again."

Luke 23:33-34
When they came to a place called the Skull, the soldiers crucified Jesus and the criminals—one on his right and the other on his left.  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they don’t know what they are doing.”

Ephesians 4
29 When you talk, do not say harmful things, but say what people need—words that will help others become stronger. Then what you say will do good to those who listen to you. 30 And do not make the Holy Spirit sad. The Spirit is God’s proof that you belong to him. God gave you the Spirit to show that God will make you free when the final day comes. 31 Do not be bitter or angry or mad. Never shout angrily or say things to hurt others. Never do anything evil. 32 Be kind and loving to each other, and forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ.

1 Corinthians 13:5
Love is not rude, is not selfish, and does not get upset with others. Love does not count up wrongs that have been done.

1 John 4:19-21
We love because God first loved us.  If people say, “I love God,” but hate their brothers or sisters, they are liars. Those who do not love their brothers and sisters, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have never seen.  And God gave us this command: Those who love God must also love their brothers and sisters.

Genesis 50:15-21
15 After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph is still angry with us? We did many wrong things to him. What if he plans to pay us back?” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph that said, “Your father gave this command before he died. 17 He said to us, ‘You have done wrong and have sinned and done evil to Joseph. Tell Joseph to forgive you, his brothers.’ So now, Joseph, we beg you to forgive our wrong. We are the servants of the God of your father.” When Joseph received the message, he cried.
 18 And his brothers went to him and bowed low before him and said, “We are your slaves.”
 19 Then Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Can I do what only God can do? 20 You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to save the lives of many people, which is being done. 21 So don’t be afraid. I will take care of you and your children.” So Joseph comforted his brothers and spoke kind words to them.


The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

Then PETER came to Jesus and asked HIM, "Lord, how often must I forgive my brother sinning against me?  Seven times forgiving?"
Jesus told him, "I tell you, not seven times forgiving, but seventy multiplied by seven that happens, you forgive."
(Matthew 18:21-22)

Ok... We can do the math here:

	   70
	x   7
	 140

So that's our limit, right?  
If we forgive someone 140 times, 
	after that, no more forgiving.

Wrong!  Why?  Because if someone does wrong to us,
	and we put that on our mental list,
	that proves we haven't-yet forgiven him.

[Many years ago, I went to a small town that had very few deaf people, to have a monthly worship service for them. One of the deaf folk was a sweet old lady in an assisted living apartment.  Every time I visited her, she told me stories about bad things another deaf friend in that town did to hurt her.  After 45 minutes, she always ended her complaint with the same sentence:  "But I just forget about it."]

If we are keeping a count, 
	then we haven't-yet learned what forgiveness means.

Jesus answers Peter's concern by telling him this powerful story.

Notice that Jesus doesn't explain to Peter 
	HOW we should forgive.

Instead, Jesus' story explains
	WHY we should forgive.

The King	= God
The Servant	= Us
Servant's debt	= Our sin against God
Other Servants	= Other people who do wrong to us.

Remember what we say every time we pray the Lord's Prayer:
	Forgive us our sins, as we forgive people who sin against us.

Every week we tell God:
	Please forgive me the same way I forgive other people.

If we look back at Peter's question:
	How many times must I forgive someone 
		who sins against me?

Peter, how many times do you want God to forgive you???

How often do I want God to forgive ME?  No limit!

God wants us to have that attitude same as Him.

When Jesus taught the Lord's Prayer in His Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 6, He emphasized this point:

"If you don’t forgive others, your Father in heaven will not forgive your sins." (Matthew 6:15)

Wow!  
How many times have you seen angry people say:
	"I can't forgive him!"

Maybe you yourself feel that way about someone.
	"I can't forgive him!"
	"I can't forgive her!"


Why do we expect God to forgive us,
	when we can't forgive another person?

Do we think that we are more holy than God?
No, that's not it.

We think that our offense against God is small,
	so He can easily forgive us.
The person who hurt me, his offense against me is worse.

No, that's not true.

What did my friend do to hurt me?

"He lied about me!"
	So... I ALWAYS tell the truth?

"He stole from me!"
	Stole what?  
		THINGS that I will never be able to keep.
		Things that really belong to God, not to me.
	And I never mis-use God's gifts?

"I trusted him and he betrayed me!"
	And I never said or did anything to hurt Christ?

"He abused me!" or
"He killed someone I love!"
	And my sin nailed Jesus to the cross. 
	His response was what?
	"Father, forgive them."  (Luke 23:34)


We foolishly believe that God is eager to forgive us
	because we are better than other people.

That's our viewpoint,
	but that's not His viewpoint.

The Bible says,
We love because God first loved us.  
If people say, “I love God,” but hate their brothers or sisters, 
	they are liars. 
How can you love God, when you can't see Him,
	but you don't love people that you can see?
(1 John 4:19-20)

Ok, we know that we SHOULD forgive, 
	but HOW...?

Forgiving is not something that we naturally do.
We need God's help.
We can't do it ourselves.

That verse I just read explains:
We love because God first loved us.  

When we can't forgive,
	Jesus can forgive through us.

HOW we forgive -- that varies,
	depending on each situation.
1.  The offender sincerely apologizes 
2.  The offender is gone -- reconciliation is not possible
3.  The offender is unrepentant.

For example...
[1] 
If the person that hurt us,
	he admits that he did wrong,
	he is truly sorry,
	he asks us to forgive him.

If you have Christ's love in you,
	you have joy because you can have fellowship
		with that person again.
You can both push the past behind you.

I am not saying that forgiving will be easy,
	but you know that you should and can do it
		with Christ's help.

[2]
But if the person who hurt you is gone, or dead.
	You can never again discuss with that person.

How do you forgive that person?

Or worse:
[3]
The person who hurt you is stubborn in his sinful way.
	He is not sorry.
	If you gave him the opportunity,
		he will hurt you again.

Should we forgive people like that?

Again, Christ is our example.
What was His first prayer on the cross?
	"Father, forgive them, 
		because they don't know what they are doing."


The Bible says:
But God shows His love for us in this: 
	While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
While we were His enemies, 
	God made us His friends through the death of His Son. 
(Romans 5:8 & 10)


So, how do we forgive people who can't apologize,
	or won't apologize? 


First, we release that person and all that he did
	into God's hands.

Christ died for that sinner, the same as Christ died for us.
	So now Christ is responsible, not us.


Second, we ask God to show us the benefits
	that we received because of that person's
		sinful actions against us.

HUH???

Look-at Joseph and his attitude.

Some of his brothers jealous and they wanted to kill him.
But then they had a better idea:  
	Sell Joseph to slave traders going to Egypt.
"Goodbye!  No more Joseph!"

Joseph was about 17 years old when we became a slave.
Then someone falsely accused him, and that sent him to prison.

What benefits did Joseph receive from all that???

First, he learned how to pray and trust God.

When he was a kid, his father tried to teach him,
	but now, his suffering tested his faith.
Now he must really pray!

Second, slavery and prison forced Joseph to change
	from a spoiled kid 
	to learning how to work and accept responsibility.

Third, when the King of Egypt made Joseph his Prime Minister,
	the King's chief manager,
God gave Joseph wisdom and skills 
	for saving the lives of many thousand people
		including his own family.


When Joseph's hungry brothers came to Egypt to buy food,
	he had the opportunity to get-even, and take revenge.

But he had already forgiven them,
	long before they knew that now Joseph was their master.

When they finally saw that the Egyptian ruler was their brother
	that they sold into slavery, they were afraid.

More than once Joseph calmed them:

Don't be afraid.
You didn't send me to Egypt, God did.
You planned evil against me, 
	but God changed that into good, 
to save the lives of many people.  (Genesis 45:5-8; 50:20)
When people do bad things that hurt us, God knows.

Through those experiences
	He wants us to grow in faith and character,
		as Joseph did.

Through those experiences
	He wants us to learn skills that we won't learn any other way.

If the person that hurt us is sorry or not -- that doesn't matter.
	That is not our responsibility.

We can release them to God and say,
"You planned evil against me, 
	but God changed that into good." 

--------------------------------

We pray:
Lord Jesus, help us to forgive, 
	as you have already forgiven us.
Amen.



