The Friend in Need:  Luke 11:5-9
     5.  Jesus said to HIS Disciples, "If you have a friend, and you go to your friend at midnight and ask, 'Friend, may I borrow three loaves-of-bread.
     6.  A visitor came to my house, and I have nothing to serve him.'
     7.  Will your friend answer, 'Don't bother me.  The door is-locked, and the family is all in bed.  I can't get-up and give you anything.'
     8.  I tell you, if he doesn't-want-to get-up and give you anything because you are his friend, no-matter. If you continue bothering him, he will get-up and give you anything you need.
     9.  Now I tell you, ask and it will be-given to you.  Search and you will find.  Knock and the door will be-opened for you."

THE WIDOW & THE JUDGE:  Luke 18:1-8
     1.  Jesus told the people a story to show that they should always pray and not become tired and give-up.
     2.  "In a town lived a judge.  He didn't love God, and he didn't-care about anything the people thought.
     3.  In that town lived a WIDOW woman, and she went to the judge often and said, 'Please judge honestly and protect me from my enemy.'
     4.  First, the judge refused to help her, but then he thought, 'Indifferent I don't love God, and I don't-care about people's thinking, this woman still bothers me often.
     5.  I must judge her honestly, or she will continue coming to me, and I will become tired of listening to her.'"
     6.  Jesus said, "Listen to the words that selfish judge says.  Surely God will judge honestly HIS special people that pray to HIM day-and-night.  Correct?
     7.  Is God slow in helping HIS people?  No!  God will quickly answer,
     8.  And help HIS people.  But when I, the Son of Man, come again, will I find trust?"
Suggested Old Testament Lesson
GENESIS 32:22-30
[Jacob and his family are fleeing his jealous father-in-law, but the next day he will meet his jealous brother, Esau, whom Jacob had cheated.]
    22.  JACOB got-up from bed that night and led his two wives, two female servants, his eleven sons across the JORDAN River at the city JABBOK.
    23.  And JACOB sent all to the other side with everything he had.
    24.  JACOB was now alone and someone came and wrestled with him all-night until sunrise.
    25.  And happened that person knew that JACOB wouldn't give-up, that person touched JACOB'S hip and dislocated it.
    26.  And the person said, "Let me leave because it is sunrise."  But JACOB said, "I will not let you leave until you bless me."
    27.  And the person said, "What is your name?"  JACOB told his name.
    28.  And the person said, "Your name is now changed to ISRAEL, because you struggled with God and the people, and you won."
    29.  JACOB asked, "Please tell me YOUR name!"  And the person answered, "Why do you ask for MY name?" And God blessed JACOB.
    30.  JACOB named that place PENIEL, because he said, "I saw God face-to-face, and I still lived."


Suggested Epistle Lesson
HEBREWS 4:14-16
    14.  We have a great High Priest now living with God in heaven.  That is Jesus, the Son of God.  Now let us continue strongly in our faith.
    15.  Jesus, our High Priest can understand our weakness.  While Jesus lived on earth, HE got-tempted in every way same-as us, but Jesus never sinned.
    16.  When we need help, let us boldly go with Jesus to God's throne of love and get His mercy and love.


Supplemental scriptures
Old Testament stories: 
	Abraham prays for Sodom & Gomorrah (Genesis 18:20-32)
	Moses prays for Israel (Exodus 32:1-14)
	King David prays for his sick infant son (2 Samuel 12:13-23)
	King Solomon prays for Israel (1 Kings 8:32-61)
	Elijah prays for God's honor (2 Kings 18:36-39)
	King Jehoshaphat prays for Israel (2 Chronicles 20)
	King Hezekiah prays for God's honor (2 Kings 9)
	Daniel prays for Israel (Daniel 9 & 10)
New Testament stories
	Jesus prays for Peter (Luke 22:31-32)
	Jesus prays for us (John 17)
	Jesus prays for Himself (Matthew 26:36-44)
	The Disciples pray for guidance (Acts 1:24-26)
	The Disciples pray for courage (Acts 4:23-31)

Matthew 6
   5 [Jesus said,] "When you pray, don't be like the hypocrites. They love to stand in the synagogues and on the street corners and pray so people will see them. I tell you the truth, they already have their full reward. 6 When you pray, you should go into your room and close the door and pray to your Father who cannot be seen. Your Father can see what is done in secret, and he will reward you. 
    7 "And when you pray, don't be like those people who don't know God. They continue saying things that mean nothing, thinking that God will hear them because of their many words. 8 Don't be like them, because your Father knows the things you need before you ask Him."



Romans 8
26 Also, the Spirit helps us with our weakness. We do not know how to pray as we should. But the Spirit himself speaks to God for us, even begs God for us with deep feelings that words cannot explain. 27God can see what is in people's hearts. And he knows what is in the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit speaks to God for his people in the way God wants.
 28 We know that in everything God works for the good of those who love him. They are the people he called, because that was his plan...
 	32 He did not spare his own Son but gave him for us all. So with Jesus, God will surely give us all things. 33 Who can accuse the people God has chosen? No one, because God is the One who makes them right. 34 Who can say God’s people are guilty? No one, because Christ Jesus died, but he was also raised from the dead, and now he is on God’s right side, begging God for us. 35 Can anything separate us from the love Christ has for us? Can troubles or problems or sufferings or hunger or nakedness or danger or violent death?... 37 In all these things we have full victory through God who showed his love for us. 38 Yes, I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor ruling spirits, nothing now, nothing in the future, no powers, 39 nothing above us, nothing below us, nor anything else in the whole world will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Philippians 1
 3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 always praying with joy for all of you. 5 I thank God for the help you gave me while I preached the Good News—help you gave from the first day you believed until now. 6 God began doing a good work in you, and I am sure he will continue it until it is finished when Jesus Christ comes again.

James 4
 1 Do you know where your fights and arguments come from? They come from the selfish desires that war within you. 2 You want things, but you do not have them. So you are ready to kill and are jealous of other people, but you still cannot get what you want. So you argue and fight. You do not get what you want, because you do not ask God. 3 Or when you ask, you do not receive because the reason you ask is wrong. You want things so you can use them for your own pleasures.
 4 So, you are not loyal to God! You should know that loving the world is the same as hating God. Anyone who wants to be a friend of the world becomes God’s enemy. 5 Do you think the Scripture means nothing that says, “The Spirit that God made to live in us wants us for himself alone.”... 7 So give yourselves completely to God. Stand against the devil, and the devil will run from you. 8 Come near to God, and God will come near to you.


The Friend in Need (Luke 11:5-9)
THE WIDOW & THE JUDGE  (Luke 18:1-8)

These two stories teach us about prayer.

First, these stories teach us about God.
He is
	kind,
	generous [giving... giving...],
	and He will do the right thing.
		The Bible calls that "justice."

Second, these stories teach us that when we have needs,
	those needs we bring to Him,
	and we trust Him, 
		that He will do the right thing.

The widow is an example for
	how Christians should pray.  

The bad judge doesn't-want to help her.
No-matter.
He proceeds to help her.
Why?
Because she shoulder-pokes... pokes... pokes... pokes...
She won't stop until that bad judge finally does the right thing.

Is God the same-as that bad judge?  
Does God have the same selfish attitude? No!
God really wants to help us.
He is eager, wanting to do the right thing.

But if we wait for His answer, 
	in His time,
	and in His way,
the devil tempts us to give up.

Jesus says, 
	"No!  Don't give up!  Continue trusting God!
	He will answer in His best way for you."

When Martin Luther wrote his explanation for the Lord's Prayer,
he said:
	"Our Father who art in Heaven..."
	What does this mean?
This sentence teaches us that God invites us to believe that 
	(1) He is our true Father, and 
	(2) we are His true children.  
We can, bold and trusting, ask God 
	as dear children ask their dear father.
	[quote finish]

That lesson Jesus teaches us again and again in the Bible.
Jesus said:
"If your son asks you for a fish,
	will you give-him a snake?  No!
If your son asks for an egg, 
	will you give-him a spider? No!
Now, if you sinful people know how to give your children good gifts, then think how much more your Father in heaven will give His Holy Spirit to people that asking HIM!" (Luke 11:11-13)

Question:
Does God promise that He will give us everything we want?
Of course not!
Sometimes He says, "No," 
	because He knows what is best for us.

God is not a candy machine -
	put in a $1 and get our wish.

God is concerned about our needs, 
	not our greeds.

Sometimes God holds-back what we want 
	for encouraging us to desire more of what we need.

We know that God loves us 
	and He knows what is best for us.

So... let us trust Him
	and pray!




