3
Matthew 7 
15  [Jesus said,] “Be careful -- watch for false prophets. They come to you dressed like sheep, but they are really hungry wolves. 
16 You will know these people how? Look at what they do. Grapes don’t grow on thorn bushes, and figs don’t grow on thorny weeds. 
17 In the same way, every good tree grows good fruit, but a bad tree grows bad fruit. 
18 A good tree can't grow bad fruit, and a bad tree can't grow good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not grow good fruit becomes cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20 In the same way, you will know false prophets by what they do."



Parable of the Wolves in Sheep's Clothing
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Suggested Old Testament Lesson
Isaiah 5:1-7
     1.  Let me sing to my sweetheart a song about his grape garden: My sweetheart had a grape garden on a hill with good soil.
     2.  My sweetheart dug and removed the stones and planted his garden with the best grape trees.  My sweetheart built a fence around the garden, and he built a wine making machine.  He waited for sweet grapes, but he only got sour grapes.
     3.  Now my sweetheart says, "You people living in JERUSALEM and the Jewish nation, judge between my grape garden and me.
     4.  Is there anything I forgot to do for my grape garden?  Then why does my grape garden grow sour grapes and not sweet grapes?
     5.  Now I will tell you my plans for my grape garden.  I will remove the fence around it, destroy the protective wall, and let animals eat the sour grapes.
     6.  I will let WEEDS grow.  I will not cut-down the grape trees.  I will not plow the ground.  I will let the bad plants to cover it.  I will command the clouds that no rain touches the grape garden.
     7.  The people of God are the grape garden of the Lord.  The Jewish nation are the plants.  God planted that garden.  God wanted HIS people to do good, but instead HIS people killed.  God wanted HIS people to do correct, but instead HIS people's enemies begged for correct judgments.



Suggested Old Testament Lesson
Galatians 5:16-25
    16.  But I say, follow the Holy Spirit, and you will not follow the wishes of your sinful body.
    17.  The things the sinful body wants is against is against the wants of the Spirit, and the things the Spirit wants is against the wants of the sinful body, because the two are enemies to each-other and stop you from doing the things you want to do.
    18.  But if the Spirit leads you, then you are not under the Law.
    19.  Now you know the work of the sinful body; SEX sins, not clean living, pleasure living all the time,
    20.  Worshipping idols, using devil's power, hating, fighting, jealousy, anger, selfishness, quarrelling, making enemies with one-another,
    21.  Wanting things that belong to another person, drunkenness, sinful eating, and things same-as that.  I warn you, same-as I warned you before, people doing those things will not be in God's kingdom.
    22.  But the Holy Spirit gives us love, happiness, and peace.
    23.  The Holy Spirit makes us patient, kind, good, faithful, nice behavior, and controlling our desires.  There is no law against doing these things.
    24.  Those people belonging to Christ Jesus, finished killed those sinful hungers and wants in our life.
    25.  If the Holy Spirit is living in us, then let the Holy Spirit guide our life.


Supplement Scriptures
1 Samuel 16
4 Samuel did what the Lord told him to do. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the older leaders of Bethlehem shook with fear. They met him and asked, “Are you coming in peace?”
 5 Samuel answered, “Yes, I come in peace. I have come to make a sacrifice to the Lord. Set yourselves apart to the Lord and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he set Jesse and his sons apart to the Lord, and he invited them to come to the sacrifice.
 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab, and he thought, “Surely the Lord has appointed this person standing here before him.”
 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t look at how handsome Eliab is or how tall he is, because I have not chosen him. God does not see the same way people see. People look at the outside of a person, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
John 15
 1  “I am the true vine; my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that does not produce fruit. And he trims and cleans every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce even more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the words I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch cannot produce fruit alone but must remain in the vine. In the same way, you cannot produce fruit alone but must remain in me.
 5 “I am the vine, and you are the branches. If any remain in me and I remain in them, they produce much fruit. But without me they can do nothing.
Romans 8
 1 So now, those who are in Christ Jesus are not judged guilty. 2 Through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit that brings life made me free from the law that brings sin and death. 3 The law was without power, because the law was made weak by our sinful selves. But God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son to earth with the same human life that others use for sin. By sending his Son to be an offering to pay for sin, God used a human life to destroy sin. 4 He did this so that we could be the kind of people the law correctly wants us to be. Now we do not live following our sinful selves, but we live following the Spirit.
 5 Those who live following their sinful selves think only about things that their sinful selves want. But those who live following the Spirit are thinking about the things the Spirit wants them to do. 6 If people’s thinking is controlled by the sinful self, there is death. But if their thinking is controlled by the Spirit, there is life and peace. 7 When people’s thinking is controlled by the sinful self, they are against God, because they refuse to obey God’s law and really are not even able to obey God’s law. 8 Those people who are ruled by their sinful selves cannot please God.
 9 But you are not ruled by your sinful selves. You are ruled by the Spirit, if that Spirit of God really lives in you. But the person who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Christ. 10 Your body will always be dead because of sin. But if Christ is in you, then the Spirit gives you life, because Christ made you right with God. 11 God raised Jesus from the dead, and if God’s Spirit is living in you, he will also give life to your bodies that die. God is the One who raised Christ from the dead, and he will give life through his Spirit that lives in you.
 12 So, my brothers and sisters, we must not be ruled by our sinful selves or live the way our sinful selves want. 13 If you use your lives to do the wrong things your sinful selves want, you will die spiritually. But if you use the Spirit’s help to stop doing the wrong things you do with your body, you will have true life.
 14 The true children of God are those who let God’s Spirit lead them. 15 The Spirit we received does not make us slaves again to fear; it makes us children of God. With that Spirit we cry out, “Father.” 16 And the Spirit himself joins with our spirits to say we are God’s children. 17 If we are God’s children, we will receive blessings from God together with Christ. But we must suffer as Christ suffered so that we will have glory as Christ has glory.


How can you spot [notice] a false Christian?  
Many times we can't.  
Only God knows who is a real disciple 
	and who is only a good actor.  

Also, Jesus warns us not to be quick to judge other people.

But, Jesus also warns us to be careful about Christian leaders.
We must evaluate them, 
	and refuse to follows those who are false,
	and reject those who mix truth with error.

Jesus begins today's stories with this warning:
	"Be careful -- watch for false prophets."

Then Jesus tells us about things that false leaders have
	that we can notice.


Story #1:  Parable about Wolves in Sheep's Clothing

Jesus said:
"Be careful -- watch for false prophets. 
They come to you dressed like sheep,
	but they are really hungry wolves."

The Wolf =  Pastors, teachers, church leaders (or members)
		 who have evil motives
The Sheep's Clothing = religious talk, flattery

Jesus says that these people are "false prophets."

A prophet is someone who speaks for God.

But in the next verses after our story, Jesus said:
"On the last day many people will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, we spoke for you, and in Your name we forced out demons and we did many miracles.’ Then I will tell them clearly, ‘Go away from me, you who do evil. I never knew you.’"

Why would a wolf get dressed up like a sheep?
We know that never happens, 
	but this is a picture that teaches an important lesson.

If a wolf covered himself in a sheep skin,
	he would do that to fool sheep,
	and they trust him.

If the wolf looks a sheep,
	acts like a sheep,
	sounds like a sheep,
they naturally think that he is a sheep.

What's the wolf's goal? 
	He wants to get something: Dinner!

A false prophet who looks like a Christian,
	acts like a Christian,
	talks like a Christian,
what's his goal?  Dinner!  ...and more!
The false preacher takes-advantage of the sheep 
	for his own benefit.

So, how can we know who is a true teacher and
who is a false teacher?

Jesus explains in the second story:


Story #2: Parable about Fruit Trees

Jesus said:
"You will know these people,
[You will know these false prophets,
you will know these wolves dressed like sheep,]
	 how? Look at what they do. 
Grapes don’t grow on thorn bushes, 
	and figs don’t grow on thorny weeds. 
In the same way, every good tree grows good fruit, 
	but a bad tree grows bad fruit. 
A good tree can't grow bad fruit,
	and a bad tree can't grow good fruit."

The Good Tree = person who is connected with Christ.

The Good Fruit = 
	godly words (correct doctrine, compassionate counsel)
	Christ-like actions (integrity, holiness, service)
	good attitudes (fruit of the HS)

The Bad Tree = 
	corrupt church leader/member 
	false teacher, cult leader

The Bad Fruit = 
	sinful words 
		-- teaching errors that reject the Bible's truth.
		-- gossip, lying, back-stabbing
	sinful actions  (adultery, stealing, etc.)
	sinful attitudes (pride, bigotry, laziness, jealousy, coveting, lust, hate, etc.)

Notice: The tree makes the fruit.
If you tie good fruit on a bad tree, on doesn't change the tree.

If you teach and preach Bible truth while you commit adultery,
your actions, not your words, show what is really in your heart.
You are a bad tree.

And if you live a good life with good attitudes 
	while you teach that your good life will save you,
you also are a bad tree,
	because your words show that you reject Christ.

Many religions may have the fruit of good works,
	but their false Christ offers false hope 
		that depend on those works,
		not Christ's sacrifice!

Trees in the natural world cannot change.
But we can... or a better sentence is
	Christ Jesus and His Holy Spirit can change us.

When we die with Christ, He lives in us.
	and anything good that we do
	that is Christ Himself doing it in us.

And that happens every day while we live connected with Him.

Remember, Jesus said:
"I am the vine, and you are the branches. 
If you stay connected with Me, 
	and I stay connected in you,
		you will grow much fruit. 
Without Me, you can do nothing."  (John 15:5)



