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Parable of the fish net

Matthew 13:47-50
    47.  The kingdom of heaven is the same-as a large NET thrown into the lake, catching many various fish.
    48.  The NET was full with fish; the men pulled the NET to dry land.  They sat-down and separated the fish.  The good fish they put into a baskets; the worthless fish they threw-away.
    49.  The same-as will happen at the end of the world; angels will come and separate the bad people and the good people.
    50.  They will throw the bad people into the fire named HELL.  There they will scream and cry with pain.

Suggested Old Testament Lesson
Deuteronomy  30:11, 15-20
11 This command I give you today is not too hard for you.  This you can do... 
15 Today I offer you life and success, death and destruction. 
16 Today I command you: Love the Lord your God, follow His ways, and to obey His commands, His rules, and His laws. Then you will live and increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you will enter and make your home.
 17 But if your heart becomes hard and don't obey, and if you  worship other gods and you serve them, 
18 today I tell you that you will truly become destroyed. And you will not live long in the land across the Jordan River that you will enter and make your home.
 19 Today I ask heaven and earth that they become witnesses. I offer you life or death, blessings or curses. Now, choose life! Then you and your children can live. 
20 Love the Lord your God, obey Him, and stay near Him. He is your life, and He will let you live many years in that land, that land He promised to give your fathers: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Suggested Epistle Lesson 
Revelation 20:7-21:5
7 When the thousand years are finished, Satan will become free from his prison. 
8 Then the devil will go out and fool the nations in all the earth. 
10 Then Satan will become thrown into the lake of burning sulfur with his beast and his false prophet. There they will suffer punishment day and night forever.
11 Then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on that throne. Earth and sky ran away from Him and they disappeared. 
12 And I saw the dead people - now living - important people and poor people, all standing before the throne. Then books were-opened, and the book of life was-opened. The God judged the people by what they did, that was-in in the books. 
13 The sea gave-up the dead people in it, and Death and the grave gave-up the dead people in them.   God judged each person by what he did. 
14 And God threw Death and the grave into the lake of fire. The lake of fire means the second death. 
15 And anyone whose name was in the book of life, that person was- thrown into the lake of fire.
21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth disappeared, and there was no sea anymore. 
2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. The holy city was prepared like a bride dressed for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Now God’s is with people, and He will live with them, and they will be His people. God Himself will be with them and will be their God. 
4 Every tear [crying] God will wipe away.  There will be no more death, no more sad, no more crying, no more pain, because all the old ways are gone.”
5 The One who was sitting on the throne said, “Look! I make everything new!” Then He said, “Write this, because these words are true and you can trust My Words.”


Supplemental Scriptures
The parable of Wheat & Weeds  (Matthew 13:24-30)
Judgment Day (Matt 25:31-46)
Isaiah 55
6 So you should look for the Lord before it is too late;
you should call to him while he is near.
 7 The wicked should stop doing wrong,
and they should stop their evil thoughts.
They should return to the Lord so he may have mercy on them.
They should come to our God, because he will freely forgive them.
8 The Lord says, “My thoughts are not like your thoughts.
Your ways are not like my ways.
 9 Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts."
Ezekiel 18:25-32
25 “But you say, ‘What the Lord does isn’t fair.’ Listen, people of Israel. I am fair. It is what you do that is not fair! 26 When good people stop doing good and do wrong, they will die because of it. They will die, because they did wrong. 27 When the wicked stop being wicked and do what is fair and right, they will save their lives. 28 Because they thought about it and stopped doing all the sins they had done, they will surely live; they will not die. 29 But the people of Israel still say, ‘What the Lord does isn’t fair.’ People of Israel, I am fair. It is what you do that is not fair.
 30 “So I will judge you, people of Israel; I will judge each of you by what you do, says the Lord God. Change your hearts and stop all your sinning so sin will not bring your ruin. 31 Get rid of all the sins you have done, and get for yourselves a new heart and a new way of thinking. Why do you want to die, people of Israel? 32 I do not want anyone to die, says the Lord God, so change your hearts and lives so you may live.
Mark 9:48
In hell the worm does not die; the fire is never put out.
John 3:16-17
God loved the world so much that He gave his one and only Son so that whoever believes in Him may not be lost, but have eternal life. God did not send His Son into the world to judge the world guilty, but to save the world through Him. 

1 Timothy 2:4
God wants all people to be saved and to know the truth. 


Parable of the fish net

This story is similar to the parable about 
	the wheat and the weeds.

This story forces to look at a question that we previously avoided in other parables. But we can't avoid that question now.

Question:
If God loves all people,
	how can He send people to hell?

You have seen that question already, right?
Maybe that question bothers you, also.

Notice that when people ask this question, 
	they are not requesting information.  

No, they use the question for expressing what they believe.

Some Christians don't believe that hell really EXISTS.

Some people say, 
	"Only Christians live forever.
		When we die, we go to heaven.
	But people who don't believe in Jesus,
		when they die, they will disappear.  
			Their souls don't live forever."

Other people say,
	"God made hell only temporary -- for a short time.
	When Christ comes again, the world will end,
		and hell will end.
	People in hell will disappear, 
		so they don't suffer any more."

Some people say,
	"ALL people will go to heaven.
	People don't need to trust Jesus now.  Why?
	Because after they die, they will believe in Jesus."

If that is true, that is really wonderful!

But is that true?
How can we know?

First, notice that people who don't believe in hell,
	their belief, their opinion,
	doesn't depend on the clear teaching in God's Word.  

No, their belief depends on how they feel about hell.  

The Bible's description about hell is terrible!
Jesus says that hell is a fire that stops,
	and people their continually suffer
		screaming with pain forever.

That's terrible!

So we think,
	(1) "If I were God, I couldn't send anyone there." 
And then
	(2) "God must think the same way I do."  

Notice that!
We don't say, 
	"I want to understand, and think the same as God thinks."
We say, 
	"I want God to think the same as me!"

The Bible says that when first God made us,
	He made us for thinking, acting, and feeling the same as Him.
	He put in His attitude.
	God made us holy and perfect, the same as Him.

The Bible calls that, "the image of God."

But then we rebelled against God.
	We wanted to become gods for ourselves.

And then we try change God
	and make him the same as us,
		with our "image."

That is really foolish!

The Bible says many times and in many ways 
	that God does not think like we think.

In Isaiah, chapter 55, God says:
"My thoughts are not the same-as your thoughts, 
	and My ways are different from your ways.
The same-as the sky is high above the earth, 
	the same the ways and thoughts of God 
		are far above your ways and thoughts."

[Also see christdeaf.org faith sharing resources FAQ #4]

People who truly believe that God thinks like them,
they say that the Bible doesn't mean what it clearly says.
Really? Says who?

God tells us clearly!
	He knows!

He made us.
And He says that He made heaven,
	and He made hell.

He says that hell is waiting for people who reject Him.
And He says that both heaven and hell will continue forever.
And that bothers us.

If God loves all people,
	how can He send people to hell?

The Bible teaches God is holy and just.  
	Some people sign that word "God is fair."
	A better translation is: God always does the right thing.
	
Justice requires that when we rebel,
	when we don't obey Him,
		we must have punishment.

WE know that, because do that.
When a police officer catches you speeding,
	what must he do?
Give you ticket.

When you murder someone, 
	what must the judge decide?
		Prison.

We understand that.

When we get punished, we can't complain,
	because we deserve it.

What is the proper punishment for a person 
	that rejects his Maker?

Yes.... we ALL deserve hell.

But, God truly loves all people.
God feels mercy for everyone.

That is why Christ already suffered for us.

When Jesus suffered there on the cross, He felt hell.
He did that to save us, 
	and open heaven to all who will receive His gift.  


Notice that the Bible teaches that God made hell, why?
God made hell for punishing "the devil and his angels," 
	not for punishing people.  

And people who chose to follow the devil
	they will win the devil's reward  (Matt. 25.41; Rev. 20.10).  

The Bible says that God doesn't-want to send anyone to hell.  
He urges everyone to "Repent and live!" (Ezekiel 18.32).   
He wants all people in Heaven with Him. (1 Timothy 2:4).  

So really, God doesn't need to send anyone to hell.
	They voluntarily go there,
		because God gives them an opportunity for heaven.

Prayer:
Thank you, Lord, that you paid our debt.
You forgive all our sins.
You suffered hell instead of us.
You opened heaven for us.
Help us trust you always. 
Amen.

