The Parable of the Vineyard Workers
MATTHEW 20:1-16
     1.  The kingdom of heaven is the same-as a man with a large farm.  Early-in-the-morning he went and hired workers for his farm.
     2.  He agreed to pay the workers one DENARIUS each day.  And he sent the workers out to the field.
     3.  Then the farmer went about 9:00am and saw other men standing in the center of town not working.
     4.  And the farmer said to those men, "You go into my fields and I will pay you also."  And they went.
     5.  Again the farmer went about noon and 3:00pm and hired more men.
     6.  And about 5:00pm the farmer went and found other men in town not working.  The farmer asked, "Why do you stand here doing nothing all day?"
     7.  And they answered, "Because no one hired us."  The farmer said, "You go into my fields, also."
     8.  Evening came, and the farmer told the work boss, "Call the workers and pay them.  Begin paying the last workers, and then pay the first workers."
     9.  Those workers starting at 5:00pm received one DENARIUS.
    10.  The morning workers came and thought they would receive more money; but they also received one DENARIUS.
    11.  The workers accepted that, but they complained against the farmer.
    12.  They said, "These last workers only did one hour of work and you paid them the same-as us.  And we did the heavy work during the hottest time of the day."
    13.  The farmer answered, "Friend, I do nothing wrong.  You agreed to work for me for one DENARIUS, correct?
    14.  Take your money and leave.  I want to pay this last worker the same money I pay you.
    15.  I can spend my money my own way, correct?  Maybe your eye is jealous because I am good, correct?"
    16.  Now, the last will become first and the first will become last.


Suggested Old Testament Lesson 
Isaiah 55:12-13
12 You will go out with joy.
God will lead you out in peace.
The mountains and hills before [in-front-of] you,
	they will sing for you,
and all the trees in the fields, they will clap for you.
 13 In the place where now grow THORN BUSHES,
	tall cypress trees will grow.
In the place where now grow weeds,
	beautiful Myrtle trees will grow
They will help you remember the Lord’s promise
	that will never become destroyed.

Suggested Epistle Lesson
PHILIPPIANS 1:1-6, 20-25
     1.  From PAUL and TIMOTHY, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all God's people living in the city named PHILIPPI, and to all the church leaders and servants,
     2.  Love and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
     3.  Every time I think about you, I thank my God;
     4.  And every time I pray for you, I thank HIM with joy;
     5.  Because I remember you helping me announce the Good Story about Christ from the time you first believed until now.
     6. God began doing a good work in you, and I know that HE will continue that good work in you until HE is finished when Jesus Christ comes again.
    20.  I hope very much that I will have no reason to feel ashamed.  I want to honor Christ with my body either by my life or my death.  I want to honor HIM with full courage now and always.
    21.  For me Christ is near while I live; to die means I will be with Christ always.
    22.  But if I stay living here, then I can lead more people to Christ.  I don't-know the best answer.
    23.  I want to do both.  I want very much to die and be with Christ, and that will be happy for me.
    24.  But it is more important for you that I stay alive.
    25.  I feel correct about this, so I know I will be staying here on earth longer to help you grow in faith with joy.
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Supplemental Scriptures

Old Testament:
	1 Samuel 30:1-25  Who shares in the spoils of battle?
	Jonah 3:10-4:11  Justice and Mercy

Matthew 9
36 When he saw the crowds, he felt sorry for them because they were hurting and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Jesus said to his followers, “There are many people to harvest but only a few workers to help harvest them. 38 Pray to the Lord, who owns the harvest, that he will send more workers to gather his harvest.”

2 Peter 3
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: To the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years is as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow in doing what he promised—the way some people understand slowness. But God is being patient with you. He does not want anyone to be lost, but he wants all people to change their hearts and lives.
 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The skies will disappear with a loud noise. Everything in them will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be burned up. 11 In that way everything will be destroyed. So what kind of people should you be? You should live holy lives and serve God, 12 as you wait for and look forward to the coming of the day of God. When that day comes, the skies will be destroyed with fire, and everything in them will melt with heat. 13 But God made a promise to us, and we are waiting for a new heaven and a new earth where goodness lives.
 14 Dear friends, since you are waiting for this to happen, do your best to be without sin and without fault. Try to be at peace with God.


WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD  
(Matthew 20:1-16)

Jesus said:
The kingdom of heaven is the same-as a man with a large farm.  Early-in-the-morning he went and hired workers for his farm.

Owner of the Vineyard	= God
Workers 	= God's people

Part of this story connects with another farm story that Jesus told about the harvester, in Matthew chapter 9:

Jesus said to His disciples,
 “The field is big and the harvest is ready, 
	but only a few workers go for harvesting them.  
Pray to the Lord, who owns the harvest, 
	that He will send more workers into His harvest.” 
(Matthew 9:37-38)

Vineyard Work	= Our service for God

What does this story mean?

#1.
"Long time" Christians must not think they will get more honor from God than "last minute" Christians.   God's mercy is for all who will trust Him.  

Remember when Jesus suffered and died on the cross.
Two other men died with Him.
One man cursed Jesus.
And one man trusted Jesus.

"Lord, when you enter Your Kingdom, please remember me."

Jesus answered, 
	"Truly I tell you, today you will come with Me to Heaven."

How long was that man a believer?
	Only a few minutes.

How many did that man do in his service for God?
	Nothing.

Why did Jesus save him?

The same reason He saves you and me.
	His mercy.
	His love.
		Period.

His work is enough.
We can add nothing.  

That is the second lesson for this story.

#2.
His mercy saves us, not our work.

Jesus emphasizes that point in many of His stories --
	The sinner and the PHARISEE praying in the temple.
	The rebellious son who came back to his father.

Jesus said, 
 Not everyone who says to me, "Lord!  Lord!" 
	will enter the kingdom of heaven... 
On the last day many people will say to me, 
"‘Lord, Lord, we preached about You.
	We commanded evil spirits out of people using Your name.
	We did many miracles in Your name."
Then I will tell them clearly, 
	"Go away from me, you who do evil. I never knew you."
(Matthew 7:21-23)

His Grace.
His Mercy.
His forgiving.
Those are His free gifts.  (see Ephesians 2:8-9)

Now, story today focuses on those people
	who think that the boss should give them more blessing
	because they worked harder and longer
	than the other workers.

Notice how they looked down on the other people
	who came to the vineyard near the end of the day.

Let us stand in their shoes for a minute.

If someone, all his life, thinks only about himself,
	he thinks only about his pleasure,
	he takes advantage of other people,
	he rejects God,
and also if that person becomes rich, popular, and powerful,
	do we feel jealousy?
	Do we feel resentment?

Do we see that person as God sees him?
	Do we see that he is lost?
	Do we see his need for Christ?

If people are rich or poor, that doesn't matter.
	They are the same.
	They both need Christ.

If people have high education or low education, 
	that doesn't matter.
	They are the same.
	They both need Christ.

If people behave nice, or they are law-breakers that go to prison,
	that doesn't matter.
	They both are sinners.
	They both need forgiveness.

If people are very religious, or they never touched church,
	They are the same.
	They both need Christ, the same.
	
If a sinner, near the end his life, before his death,
	he turns and trusts Christ his Savior,
how does that make us feel?

Do we say,  "That's not fair!"?
Or do we rejoice , thank God, and welcome our new brother?
	...as Jesus welcome him.

Prayer:
Thank you Jesus that you forgave all of our sins.
Your work, not ours... Your work gives us eternal life with You.
Thank you that welcome us into Your family.
Amen.


