Lessons from the life of Daniel





#1. Daniel -- Who?  Where?  When?  Why?  (Daniel 1) 


#2. The First Test  Commitment & Integrity -- no matter the cost (Daniel 1)


#3. Knowledge vs. Wisdom  (Daniel 1)


#4. The King's First Dream  (Daniel 2)


#5. A Hot Spot for Faith  The ultimate test for Daniel's three friends (Daniel 3)


#6. The King's Second Dream  Three strikes and you're... in serious trouble! (Daniel 4)


#7. Weighed on the Balance   The handwriting on the wall (Daniel 5)


#8. Lunch for Lions  (Daniel 6)


#9. A Little View of the Big Picture  Daniel's prayer life, part 1 (Daniel 9)


#10. The Invisible Battle  Daniel's prayer life, part 2 (Daniel 10)


The full text of each week's sermon/study is posted on www.christdeaf.org/bible





In the Sunday bulletins, I printed the Scripture texts from the New Century Version, as follows:


#1: Daniel 1:1-4,6,7


#2: Daniel 1:1-5,8-17


#3: Daniel 1:3-6, 17-20


#4: Daniel 2 (entire chapter)


#5: Daniel 3 (entire chapter)


#6: Daniel 4:1-20,22-37 


#7: Daniel 5 (entire chapter;  For verses 25-28, I made a substitution, using the text of the New Living Translation.) 


#8: Daniel 6 (entire chapter)


#9: Daniel 9 (entire chapter)


#10: Daniel 10:1-14





Because of the length of these texts, on Sundays #4-9, I omitted the regular pericopes from the liturgy, and used the Daniel text as our only Scripture reading. For Sunday #10, I used Luke 10:1-9,17-20 as the Gospel lesson.





For the 7th sermon (Daniel 5; the handwriting on the wall), I made a visual aid by printing two banners.  One banner had the Hebrew text of v.25 -- the four words on the wall.  The second banner had the transliteration (Mene Mene Tekel Parsin).  I taped the second banner to the bottom edge of the first banner, and then folded it under the first banner, so that only the Hebrew text was displayed through the opening of the worship service.   I told the congregation that there would be a great reward to anyone who could read that text.  During the reading of Daniel 5, I referred to the banner as the text on Belshazzar's wall.  When I came to verse 25, I flipped the second banner with the transliterated text, using that as my visual reference for the translation and interpretation that followed (vv.26-28)





Starting on page 4 of this document, you will find a signable version of each week's Scripture reading from the book of Daniel.





Ron Friedrich  <r.friedrich@juno.com>�
The following are blurbs I put in our Sunday bulletins, introducing the theme.





#1


Today we begin a new series of sermon studies about a person in the Bible we know as DANIEL. Many of us know about Daniel from our Sunday School stories.  But there is much more we can learn about Daniel, and what we will learn during the next ten weeks we can apply in practical ways to our own lives today.  This morning we will introduce Daniel with a little background in history and geography, involving two nations still in conflict:  Israel and Iraq.





#2


Life is full of situations that test us.  Just like in school, how well we do on the test depends on how well we prepared for the test.   This is illustrated for us in the life of Daniel.  Today we are in part two of our summer series of lessons from the life of Daniel.  





#3


The life of Daniel is characterized by series tests.  Last week we learned about the first test reported in Daniel’s biography, a test that Daniel could have easily failed by compromising his convictions.  Today’s lesson is the end of that story, when Daniel and his three Hebrew friends faced a very different kind of test.





#4 (9/11/05)


Four years ago today, a new phrase was added to our vocabulary:  "Nine-eleven."  On that day, in a few minutes, we saw terrorists kill 3,000 of our citizens without provocation in New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.  The kind of bloody ethnic and religious conflict that other countries experience every day finally arrived at our shores.   The political, social, and spiritual climate of our nation seemed to have changed over night.


As we continue our study of the Old Testament prophet Daniel, we see in today's study that none of this surprises God.  The foolish and vain conflicts between nations appear so insignificant in comparison to His greater plan for us.





#5


Our summer Sunday series focuses on lessons from the life of Daniel.   Today is our fifth study in this series.  We have already seen that there is much more to Daniel's life than the stories we learned about him in Sunday school.  However, today's lesson is a very famous story from the book of Daniel, even though he is not in this story.  The chief characters in this story are Daniel's closest friends, whose test was very literally, a trial by fire.





#6


How many knocks on the head do we need before we finally learn our lesson?  There was a king whom we have already met three times in our study about the Old Testament prophet Daniel, a king who three times received powerful lessons about Daniel's powerful God.  King Nebuchadnezzar learned enough of his lessons that he ordered his subjects to treat The Most High God with great respect.  Yet the king still did not understand that he also must worship and obey God Most High.  In today's story from the life of Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar learns both God's judgment and God's mercy.





#7


"The handwriting is on the wall!"  This is a familiar phrase in literature and politics.  It means, "All the signs indicate that the end will come soon."  That phrase originally comes from the Bible, from a story we will study today in our series of lessons from the life of Daniel.   It's a sad and sober lesson, reminding us





#8


Sometimes the right thing to do is the hardest thing to do.  That was the difficult choice that Daniel had to face, as now, in our series of lessons from the life of the prophet Daniel, we finally come to the most familiar story -- Daniel in the lions' den.  As we will see as we dig deeper into the story, we see that the test for Daniel began long before this story began.





#9


In our weekly series of studies in the life of the prophet Daniel, we saw that there were two things that he id in private which made him an outstanding person in public:  (1) studying God's Word, and (2) prayer.  In our final two lessons from Daniel's life, we will peek into the power of his prayer life and how God's Word guided him in prayer.





#10


Today we finish our 10-part series of studies from the life of the prophet Daniel.  This final lesson is another peek into Daniel's prayer life.  Here God permits us to see a little bit of what happens in the spirit world when we pray.  








�
Daniel 1:1-4,6,7 [text for Part 1]





1 In southern Israel, that area named JUDAH, 


	their King, named Jehoiakim, during his 3rd year,


the King in Babylon [today, IRAQ], 


	his name was Nebuchadnezzar,


his [Nebu's] army came to Jerusalem and surrounded it





 2 The Lord allowed Nebuchadnezzar to capture Jehoiakim king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar also took some of the things from the Temple of God, and he carried to Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar put the Lord's things in the temple of his gods.





 3 Then King Nebuchadnezzar told his chief officer, named Ashpenaz, 


"Bring some of Jewish men to my palace house. 


I want men from important Jewish families, 


	and from the family of the king of Judah. 


4 I want only young Jewish men 


	that have nothing wrong with them. 


They must look good.  


They must have a good education.  


They must be smart, able to learn and understand, 


and they must be able to serve in my government..."





  6 Ashpenaz, the chief officer, picked several young men from the people of Judah, included these: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 


 7 The officer gave them new names for Babylon... 





REAL NAME (HEBREW)�
BABYLONIAN NAME�
�
Daniel�
Belteshazzar�
�
Hananiah�
Shadrach�
�
Mishael�
Mishach�
�
Azariah�
Abednego�
�



�
Daniel 1:1-5,8-17 [text for Part 2]





1 In southern Israel, that area named JUDAH, 


	their King, named Jehoiakim, during his 3rd year,


the King in Babylon [today, IRAQ], 


	his name was Nebuchadnezzar,


his [Nebu's] army came to Jerusalem and surrounded it





 2 The Lord allowed Nebuchadnezzar to capture Jehoiakim king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar also took some of the things from the Temple of God, and he carried to Babylonia.  Nebuchadnezzar put the Lord's things in the temple of his gods.





 3 Then King Nebuchadnezzar told his chief officer, named Ashpenaz, 


"Bring some of Jewish men to my palace house. 


I want men from important Jewish families, 


	and from the family of the king of Judah. 


4 I want only young Jewish men 


	that have nothing wrong with them. 


They must look good.  


They must have a good education.  


They must be smart, able to learn and understand, 


and they must be able to serve in my government."





 5 Every day, the king gave those young men food and wine, the same as he ate.  For three years, those young men will have training, then [finish] the will serve the king of Babylon...





8 Daniel decided that he won't eat the king’s food and he won't drink the king's wine, because in the Jewish religion, those things are not clean.  So Daniel asked the chief official,  "Please, let me not eat those foods, because they will make me not clean."





 9 God touched the chief officer.  He [the official] felt kind and merciful to Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid.  My boss, the king, ordered me to give you that food and drink. If you begin to look worse than other young men your age, the king will see that. Then he will cut off my head because of you.”





11 The chief official ordered a guard [soldier] to watch Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 





12 Daniel told the guard, “Please give us a test for ten days:   Give us only vegetables to eat and water to drink. 





13 After ten days compare how we look with the other young men who eat the king’s food. See for yourself, and then decide what you want to do to us, your servants.”





14 So the guard agreed to test the-four-of-them for ten days. 





15 After ten days they looked as having better health and better fed than all the young men who ate the king’s food. 





16 So the guard took away the king’s special food and wine, feeding the-four-of-them only vegetables. 





17 God gave these four young men wisdom and the ability to learn many things...








�
Daniel 1:3-6, 17-20 [text for Part 3]


3 Then King Nebuchadnezzar told his chief officer, named Ashpenaz, 


"Bring some of Jewish men to my palace house. 


I want men from important Jewish families, 


	and from the family of the king of Judah. 


4 I want only young Jewish men 


	that have nothing wrong with them. 


They must look good.  


They must have a good education.  


They must be smart, able to learn and understand, 


and they must be able to serve in my government."





 5 Every day, the king gave those young men food and wine, the same as he ate.  For three years, those young men will have training, then [finish] the will serve the king of Babylon.





6 The chief officer, picked several young men from the people of Judah, included these: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah...





17 God gave these four young men wisdom and the ability to learn many things.





18 When three years were finished, the chief officer brought all the young men to King Nebuchadnezzar. 





19 The king talked to them, and he saw that Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were above all the young men. So those four young men became the king’s servants. 





20 Every time the king asked them about something important, they showed much wisdom and understanding. They were ten times better than all the fortune-tellers and magicians in his kingdom! 


�
Daniel 2 [text for Part 4]


During King Nebuchadnezzar’s second year reigning, he had dreams that bothered him and he stayed awake all-night.  





So the king called for his fortune-tellers, magicians, wizards, and wise men.  He wanted them to tell him what he dreamed. 





They came and stood in front of the king.  Then the king said to them, “I had a dream that bothers me, and I want to know what my dream means.”





The wise men answered the king, “O king, live forever! We are your servants.  Please tell us your dream. Then we will tell you what your dream means.”





King Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “I have [finish] firmly-decided: 


	First, you must tell me my dream.  


	And then tell me what my dream means. 


If you don’t, I will order my soldiers to take your bodies and tear you apart, and I will destroy your houses.  





But if you tell me my dream, and then tell me what my dream means, I will reward you with gifts and great honor.  So tell me the dream, and then tell me what my dream means.”





Again the wise men said to the king, “Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.”





King Nebuchadnezzar answered, “I know you are trying to get more time, because you know that I have firmly decided.  





If you don’t tell me my dream, I will punish you. 





You all agreed to tell me lies and wicked things, hoping things will change. 





Now, tell me my dream.  Then I will know that you can tell me what my dream really means!”





The wise men answered the king, “What you ask, no one on earth can do that!  No great and powerful king has-ever[since] asked the fortune-tellers, magicians, or wise men, to do that.





You ask for something that is too hard.  Only the gods can tell the king this, but the gods do not live among people.”





When the king heard their answer, he became very angry. He ordered, "Kill all the wise men in Babylon!" 





So they announced King Nebuchadnezzar’s order to kill the wise men.





Soldiers went looking for Daniel, and his three friends, to kill them.





The commander of the king’s guards, named Arioch, was going to kill the wise men of Babylon. 





But Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and skill, saying, “Why did the king order such a terrible punishment?” 





Then Arioch explained everything to Daniel.  





So Daniel went to King Nebuchadnezzar and asked for an appointment so that he could tell the king what his dream meant.





Then Daniel went to his house and explained everything to his 3  friends -- Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.  





Daniel asked his friends to pray that God in heaven will show mercy, and help them understand the king's secret, so the king will not kill Daniel and his friends with all the wise men in Babylon.





During that night God showed Daniel a vision, explaining the secret for the King's dream. 





Then Daniel praised the God of heaven.  Daniel said:  


“Praise God forever and ever,  


	because He has wisdom and power.  


		He changes the times and seasons of the year.


The power of kings, He takes away ,


	and  their power He gives to new kings.


People who are wise, He gives them wisdom.


People who understand, He gives them knowledge.


Secrets deep and hidden, He makes-known.


He knows things hidden in darkness, and light is all around him.





I thank you and praise you, God of my ancestors,


	because you gave me wisdom and power.


What we asked of you, You told me.


You told us about the king’s dream.”





Then Daniel went to Arioch, the man King Nebuchadnezzar chose to kill the wise men in Babylon. Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the wise men in Babylon.  Lead me to the king, and I will tell him what his dream means.”





Quickly Arioch led Daniel to the king and said, “I found a man among the captives from Judah; he can tell you what you dream means.”





The king asked Daniel, who was also named Belteshazzar, “Are you able to tell me my dream, and what my dream means?”





Daniel answered, “No wise man, magician, or fortune-teller can explain to the king the secret he has asked about.  





But God lives in heaven.  He explains secret things, and He has shown you what will happen in a future time. 





This is your dream, the vision you saw while lying on your bed:  O king, as you were lying there, you thought about things in the future. God showed you what will happen.  





God also told this secret to me, not because I have greater wisdom than any other living person.  No, God wants you to know what your dream means.   In that way, you will understand what you saw in your mind.





O king, in your dream, you saw in front of you a huge statue, shiny, and frightening.  


	The statue's head was made of pure gold. 


	Its chest and arms were made of silver. 


	Its stomach and the upper part of its legs 


		were made of bronze.  


	The lower part of the legs were made of iron,


	 while its feet were made partly of iron, 


		and partly of baked clay.  





While you were looking at the statue, you saw a big rock cut free, but no human being touched the rock. 





That rock hit the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.  





Then the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold broke to pieces at the same time. 





They became like chaff on a threshing floor in summer.  The wind blew them away, and nothing remained. 





Then that rock that hit the statue, that rock became a very large mountain that filled the whole earth.





That was your dream. Now we will tell the king what it means.  





O king, you are the greatest king.  God of heaven gave you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory.  





Every place where people, wild animals, and birds live, God made you ruler over them. 





King Nebuchadnezzar, that gold head on that statue, that is you.





After you, Another kingdom will come.  But it will be less than yours. 





Next, a third kingdom, the bronze part, will rule over the earth.  





Then there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron. You know that iron crushes and breaks things.  In the same way, the fourth kingdom will break and crush all the other kingdoms.





You saw that the statue’s feet and toes were part baked clay and part iron.   That means the fourth kingdom will become divided.   Part will be strong, same-as IRON.





You saw the iron mixed with clay, but iron and clay don't hold together. In the same way the people of the fourth kingdom will be a mixture, but they will not be united as one people.





During the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up another Kingdom that will never become destroyed and no will conquer that Kingdom. That Kingdom will crush and end all the other kingdoms.  But that Kingdom will continue forever.





King Nebuchadnezzar, you saw a rock cut from a mountain, but no person cut that rock. 





The rock broke the iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold and scattered them. The great God showed you what will happen.  Your dream is true, and you can trust this explanation.”





Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell-face-down in front of Daniel. The king honored him and commanded that an offering and incense be-given to him.  





Then the king said to Daniel, “Truly I know your God is above all gods.  He is Lord over all kings. He tells people about things they cannot know. I know this is true, because you can tell secret things to me.”





Then the king gave Daniel many gifts.  And the king put Daniel in an important job his kingdom.   The king made Daniel manager over the all the area of Babylon.  And the king made Daniel supervisor for all the wise men in Babylon.  





Daniel asked the king, "Please make Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego leaders over the area of Babylon."





So the king did as Daniel asked. Daniel himself became one of the people who stayed in the king's government house.





�



Daniel 3 [text for Part 5]


King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue, ninety feet high, and nine feet wide.  That statue he set up on a flat land named DURA, in BABYLON.  





Then the king summoned all the government leaders for that area:  governors, assistants, advisors, army officers, treasurers, judges, rulers, and all other high level staff in his kingdom.  The king ordered them to come and worship that statue.





They all came and stood in front of the statue.  Then the announcer said in a loud voice, “People, nations, and everyone from every language, the king commands you:  When you hear the music,  trumpets, flutes, and harps, and all the other musical things, you must bow-down and worship the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar set-up.   If anyone refuses to bow-down and worship, we will throw you into a hot burning FURNACE. Immediately!”





Now people from every nation, and from every language, stood there. They heard the music.  Then they bow down and worshipped the gold statue.





Then some officers came to the king and began speaking against the Jewish men.  They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O King, live forever!  You commanded that everyone who heard the music, must bow down and worship the gold statue. If anyone refuses to bow down and won't worship, that person you will throw into a hot burning FURNACE.





O king, some Jewish men that you made officers in Babylon, they didn't obey your order. Their names are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.   Those men don't serve your gods, and they don't worship your gold statue.”





Nebuchadnezzar became very angry and summoned the three Jewish men.  They stood in front of the king.  





Nebuchadnezzar said, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you don't serve my gods, and you don't worship my gold statue?  





Now, again you will hear the music,  trumpets, flutes, and harps, and all the other musical things.  If you bow down and worship my gold statue, that's good, fine.  But if you won't worship,  we will throw you into a hot burning FURNACE.  Then what god can save you from my power?”





Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, "Nebuchadnezzar, we don't need to defend ourselves for you.  If you throw us into the burning furnace, God, Him we serve,  He can save us from the flames. O king, He will save us from your power.  But no-matter:  If God decides that He will not save us, we want you to know: We will not serve your gods, and we will not worship your gold statue.”





King Nebuchadnezzar was furious [blow-his-top], against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The king ordered, "Make the fire seven times hotter."





Then he ordered his strongest soldiers, "Tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Then throw them into the burning furnace."





So the soldiers tied-up the three men and threw them into the fire.  The three men still had all their clothes: their robes, pants, turbans, and other clothes.  





The king’s command was very strict, and they made the fire so hot that, while the soldiers threw in Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the fire killed those soldiers.





The three men, hands and feet tied, fell into the hot fire.





Then King Nebuchadnezzar look.  He was surprised and he stood-up. He asked his advisors, “We tied-up only three men and threw them into the fire, right?”





They answered, “Yes, O king.”





The king said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire. They are not tied up, and they are not hurt. That fourth man looks like a son of the gods.”





Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the door for the furnace and shouted, “ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, come out!  Servants of the Most High God, come here!”





So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire.  





When they came out, the governors, assistants, army officers, and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire didn't hurt their bodies. Their hair was not burned.  Their clothes were not burned.  They didn’t smell like smoke!





Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Their God sent His angel and He saved His servants from the fire! 





These three men trusted their God, and they refused to obey my command. They were willing to die instead of worshipping any other god.  





Now I  command: If anyone, from any nation, or any language, says anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that person will become torn apart, and his house will become a pile of stones. 





No other god can save his people like that.”  





Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the government of Babylon.





�
Daniel 4 [text for Part 6]


King Nebuchadnezzar sent this letter to the people, nations, and those who speak every language in all the world: 





[quote]


I wish you peace and great wealth!





The Most High God has-done wonderful proofs for me, that I am happy to tell you about.    His wonderful acts are great, and His is miracles are mighty. His kingdom goes on forever, and His rule continues in every generation.





I, Nebuchadnezzar, was happy and successful at my palace.   But I had a dream that made me afraid. 





As I was lying on my bed, I saw pictures and visions in my mind that surprised and scared me.  So I ordered all the wise men of Babylon to come to me, and tell me what my dream meant.  The fortune-tellers, magicians, and wise men came, and I told them about my dream. But they could not tell me what it meant.





Finally, Daniel came to me. (I called him Belteshazzar, to honor my god, because the spirit of the holy gods is in him.) 





I told him my dream.  I said, “ Belteshazzar, you are the most important over all the wise men. I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you.  No secret is too hard for you to understand. Now I will tell you my dream.  You tell me what it means.  





I was lying in my bed, and I saw visions.  I looked, and there in front of me was a tree, standing in the middle of the earth.  And that tree was very tall.  The tree grew large and strong. The tree top touched the sky.  People over the whole earth could see the tree.





The leaves of the tree were beautiful.  It had plenty of good fruit on it, enough food for everyone.   The wild animals found shelter under the tree, and the birds lived in its branches. Every animal ate from it.





While lying on my bed, I looking at those things in the vision, I saw an observer, a holy angel coming down from heaven.  He spoke very loudly and said, ‘Cut down the tree, and cut off its branches. Strip off its leaves, and scatter its fruit. Let the animals under the tree,  run away, and let the birds in its branches, fly away.  But leave the stump and its roots in the ground, with a band of iron and bronze around it;  let it stay in the field with the grass around it.





‘Let that man become wet with dew.  Let him live with the animals and plants of the earth.  From now on, he will not think like a human.  But he will have a mind like an animal for seven years.





‘The observers gave this command; the holy ones announce the punishment.   Now all people can know that the Most High God rules over every kingdom on earth.   Those kingdoms, God gives  to anyone he wants.  And people who are not proud, He chooses them to rule.’





That is what, I, King Nebuchadnezzar, dreamed. Now Belteshazzar, tell me what the dream means. None of the other wise men in my kingdom can explain it to me, but you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you.”





Then Daniel was very quiet for a long time, because his understanding about the dream frightened him. 





So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning make you afraid.”





Then Belteshazzar answered, “My master, I wish the dream is about your enemies, and I wish its meaning is for people that are against you! 





You saw a tree in your dream that grew large and strong. The tree top touched the sky. People over the whole earth could see the tree...  O king, you are that tree! You have become great and powerful, like the tall tree that touched the sky. Your power reaches to the far parts of the earth.





O king, you saw an observer, a holy angel, coming down from heaven who said, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it. But leave the stump and its roots in the ground with a band of iron and bronze around it; leave it in the field with the grass. Let him become wet with dew and live like a wild animal for seven years.’





This is the meaning for the dream, O king. The Most High God commanded these things will happen to you, my king:  





You will leave, and will live among the wild animals. You will eat grass, like an ox.  Dew from the sky, will make you wet. 





Seven years will pass, and then you will learn your lesson: 





The Most High God is ruler over every kingdom on earth, and he gives those kingdoms to anyone He chooses.





In your dream, the tree stump, and its roots, were left in the ground.  In the same way, when you learn that God in heaven rules your kingdom, He will give back to you your kingdom .  





So, O king, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Stop doing wicked things and be kind to the poor. Then you might continue to be successful.”





All these things happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.  





Twelve months later as he was walking on the roof of his palace in Babylon,  he said, “I have built this great Babylon as my royal home. I built it by my power to show my glory and my majesty.”





He was still speaking, when a voice from heaven said, “King Nebuchadnezzar, these things will happen to you:   Now I take way your power as king.  You will leave. You will live with wild animals, and you will eat grass like an ox.   Seven years will pass, and then you learn this lesson:  The Most High God rules over every kingdom on earth.  And  those kingdoms he gives to anyone He chooses.”





Immediately the words came true. Nebuchadnezzar went away from people, and he began eating grass like an ox.  He became wet from dew.   His hair grew long like the feathers of an eagle, and his nails grew like the claws of a bird.





At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up toward heaven, and I could think normally again! Then I gave praise to the Most High God; I gave honor and glory to him who lives forever.  





God reigns forever,


	and his kingdom continues for all time.


People on earth, we are not truly important.


God does everthing he wants, 


	for power in heaven, and for people on earth.


No one can stop his powerful hand.


No one can question what he does.





At that time I could think normally again, and God gave back my great honor and power and glory for my kingdom.   My advisors and my family searched for me.   I became king again, and I became even greater and more powerful than before.  





Now, I, Nebuchadnezzar, give praise and honor and glory to the King of heaven. Everything he does is right and fair, and he is able to make proud people humble. 





�
Daniel 5 [text for Part 7]


King Belshazzar gave a big banquet for a thousand officers, friends, and families, and he drank wine with them.  





King Belshazzar remembered, "My ancestor Nebuchadnezzar brought from the Jewish temple in Jerusalem, cups, big and fancy, gold and silver cups.  I command: Bring those gold and silver cups, that we have from the Jewish Temple.  





Let all my friends, my wives, my other women, they all can drink with me, using those cups."





So the servants went and brought the gold cups that Nebuchadnezzar took from the Temple of God in Jerusalem. 





The king and his friends, his wives, and his other women, they drank using those holy cups.  





While they were drinking, they praised their gods.  Those gods they made with gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.





Suddenly, there appeared fingers of a person’s hand and they began writing on the plaster of the wall, in the king's palace, near the lamp-stand. The king watched the hand as it wrote.





King Belshazzar became afraid. His face turned white, his knees knocked together, and he could not stand up.  





The king called for the magicians, wise men, and wizards of Babylon.  He told them, “If you can read that writing, and explain it, I will give you a purple robe, and a gold chain around your neck. And I will make you the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”





Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they couldn't read the writing.  They couldn't tell the king what it meant.  





King Belshazzar became even more afraid, and his face became even whiter. His friends became confused.





The king’s mother, heard the voices of the king and his friends. She came into the banquet room. She said, “O king, live forever! Don’t be afraid. And don't let your face be white with fear! 





A man lives your kingdom, he has the spirit of the holy gods.   In the days of your father, that man showed understanding, knowledge, and wisdom same-as the gods. 





Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, made that man supervisor over all the wise men, fortune-tellers, magicians, and wizards.  





The man I am talking about is named Daniel.  The king named him Belteshazzar.





Daniel is very smart and has knowledge and understanding. He can explain dreams and secrets, and he can answer very hard problems. 





Summon Daniel. He will tell you what the writing on the wall means.”





So they brought Daniel in-front-of the king.





And the king asked, “Is your name Daniel?   Are you one of the people, that my father king Nebuchadnezzar, brought captive from Judah?  





I heard that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that you are very smart and have knowledge and superior understanding.  My wise men, and magicians, came and tried to read that writing.  But they could not explain it.  





I heard that you can explain what things mean, and you can find the answers to hard problems. 





That writing on the wall, read it and explain it to me.  If you can, I will give you a purple robe, and a gold chain around your neck. And I will make you the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”





Then Daniel answered the king, “Your gifts you may keep for yourself.  And those rewards you can give to another person. 





But that writing on the wall, I will read for you, and I will explain to you what it means.





O king, the Most High God made your father Nebuchadnezzar a great, important, and powerful king.  





Because God made him important, all the people, nations, and those who spoke every language were very afraid-of Nebuchadnezzar. 





If Nebuchadnezzar wanted someone to die, he killed that person. 


If he wanted someone to live, he let that person live. 


If he wanted someone promoted, he promoted that person. 


If he wanted someone demoted, he demoted that person. 





But Nebuchadnezzar became too proud and stubborn.  


So God took him off from his throne.   His glory, God took away.  





He was-forced away from people, and his mind became the same-as the mind of an animal.  He lived with wild donkeys, and he ate grass same-as an ox, and he became wet with dew. 





These things happened to him, until he learned his lesson:   The Most High God rules over every kingdom on earth, and anyone he chooses, he sets over those kingdoms.





Belshazzar, you already knew those things, because you are a descendant of Nebuchadnezzar. 





Still you are not sorry for what you have done.    Instead, you have set yourself against the Lord of heaven.   You ordered holy cups from the Temple of the Lord to be-brought to you.  Then you and your friends, your wives, and your other women, all drank wine from those cups.   





You praised the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.  Those idols are not really gods.  They cannot see.  They cannot hear.  They  understand nothing. 





You did not honor God.  He has power over your life and over everything you do.  





So God sent the hand that wrote on the wall.





Now, here are the words that are on the wall: [ quote ]





‘Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin.’





This is what the words mean: 





Mene,  means, ‘numbered’





God finished counting your days, until your kingdom will end. 





Tekel, means, ‘weighed’





God finished weighing you on His balance.  And you failed the test. 





Parsin, means, ‘divided’





Your kingdom is divided, and God will give it to the Medes, and to the Persians.”





Then King Belshazzar gave the order, "Dress Daniel in a purple robe!  Put a gold chain around his neck!  Announce that Daniel is the third highest ruler in the kingdom!"





That same night, Belshazzar, king over Babylon, got killed.  





Then Darius, the Mede, became the new king, when he was sixty-two years old.  





�
Daniel 6 [text for Part 8]


Darius decided:  He will choose one hundred twenty governors who [they] will rule his kingdom. 





He chose three men as supervisors over those governors, and Daniel was one of the supervisors. The supervisors watched the governors so they did not try to cheat the king.  





Daniel showed that he could do the work better than the other supervisors and governors, so the king planned to promote Daniel and let him manage the whole kingdom.  





Because of that, the other supervisors and governors tried to find reasons to accuse Daniel doing something wrong about his work in the government. But they could not find anything wrong, because he was trustworthy and not lazy or dishonest.  





Finally these men said, “We will never find any reason to blame Daniel, except maybe something about the law of his God.”  





So the supervisors and governors went as a group to the king and said: “King Darius, live forever!  The supervisors, assistant governors, governors, your advisors, and the captains of the soldiers all agree that you must make a new law, that everyone must obey.  





For the next thirty days prayer to any god is forbidden.  Prayer to any person is forbidden.  People must pray to you alone, O king. 





If anyone who doesn’t obey that law, you will be thrown him into the lions’ DEN.





"Now, O king, make that law and sign[signature] your name.  Then no one can change that law, because that will be a law of the Medes and Persians and can't be-canceled.”  





So King Darius wrote that new law.





Daniel learned about that the new law, but no-matter.  He went to his house, to his upstairs room, that had windows open looking-out-toward Jerusalem.  





Every day, three times, Daniel went to his room, looked-toward Jerusalem, prayed and thanked God.  Still.





Then those men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.  





So they went to the king and said, “O King, remember, you sign a law that says prayer to any god is forbidden.  Prayer to any person is forbidden.  People must pray to you alone, right?   That law says that if anyone disobeys during the next thirty days, you will throw him into the lions’ den.  Remember?”





The king answered, “Yes, that is the law, and the laws of the Medes and Persians can't be-canceled.”





Then they said, “Daniel, one of the captives from Judah, he doesn't obey you, O king.  And he doesn't obey the law you signed. Daniel still prays to his God three times every day.”  





When the King heard this, he king became very upset. He wanted to save Daniel, and he worked hard until sunset trying to think of a way to save him.





Then those men went as a group to the king. They said, “Remember, O king, the law of the Medes and Persians says that laws or commands from the king can't be-changed.”





So King Darius gave the order, and the brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “Your God that you always serve, I hope that He will save you!”  





They put a big stone over the hole to the lions’ den. Then the king used his ring and the rings of his officers to stamp-a-seal on the rock. That way no one would move the rock and bring Daniel out.  





Then King Darius went back to his home.   That night the king didn't eat.  He didn't have any pleasure brought to him.  And he couldn't sleep.





The next[tomorrow]  morning at-dawn, King Darius got-up and hurried to the lions’ den.  He was worried.  He called out, “Daniel, servant of the living God!  Your God that you always worship, did He succeed saving you from the lions?”





Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!  My God sent his angel to close the lions’ mouths. They didn't hurt me, because my God knows I am innocent. I never did anything wrong against you, O king.”





King Darius was very happy and told his servants to lift Daniel out. So they lifted him out and did not find any injury on him, because Daniel had trusted in his God.





Then the king commanded that the men who blamed Daniel, they must be-thrown into the lions’ den. They, their wives, and their children were-thrown into the den. 





Before they touched the floor, the lions jumped on them and crushed their bones.





Then King Darius wrote a letter to all people and all nations, to those who spoke every language in the world:





"I wish you great peace and wealth.  I make a new law for people in every part of my kingdom. All of you must fear and respect the God of Daniel.  Daniel’s God is the living God; He lives forever.


His kingdom will never be-destroyed, and his rule will never end. God rescues and saves people and does mighty miracles in heaven and on earth. He is the one who saved Daniel from the power of the lions."





So Daniel was successful during the time Darius was king and when Cyrus was king over Persian.





�
Daniel 9 [text for Part 9]


You remember the King named DARIUS?  


His father's name was XERXES.  


They were from the nation named the MEDES.





During the time (of) King Darius, his first year reigning, 


I, Daniel, was reading God's Word [scroll]. 


I saw that the Lord told the prophet name JEREMIAH:  


	"Israel will stay destroyed for 70 years."





I looked to the Lord God and prayed, begging for His help.  


	I ate nothing.


	I put on rough cloth, 


	and I sat in ashes. 





I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: [quote]





"Lord, You are a great God, (and) awesome!  


You keep Your promise of love 


	with [belong] all who love You and obey Your commands.





“But we sinned, doing wrong. 


We have-been wicked and turned against You, 


	against Your commands, 


	and against Your laws.  





We didn't listen to Your servants, the prophets.  


They spoke for You 


	to our kings, 


	our leaders, 


	our ancestors, 


	and all the people of the land.





“Lord, You are good and right, but we -- 


	shame covers us, 


		the people of Judah and Jerusalem, 


		all the people of Israel, 


		Jews living near and far.  


We -- You scattered among many nations, 


	because we wandered from You.  





Lord, we are all ashamed. 


Our kings and leaders and our fathers have shame, 


	because we sinned against You.





“But, Lord our God, You show us mercy and You forgive us 


	no-matter-that we turned against You.  


We didn't obey You, Lord our God.  


We ignored the teachings that You gave us 


	through Your servants, the prophets.  





All the people of Israel rebelled against Your teachings, 


and ever-since we refuse to-obey You. 





So the curses and punishment 


	written in the Law of Moses, Your servant, 


	You poured on us, 


		because we sinned against You.





The things You spoke against us and our rulers, 


	You made that happen.  





All the terrible things that have [finish] happened, 


	You brought on us.  





Things that happened in Jerusalem, 


	where on earth (has) the same happened?   


	None!


All this disaster [terrible] happened to us, 


	same as You wrote in the Law of Moses.  





But we didn't pleaded to You, Lord out God.  


We continue sinning.  


We didn't paid attention to Your Truth.   





Lord, You were willing to bring the disaster[terrible] on us.  


Why?  Lord our God, You are right in everything You do.  


	But still we didn't obey You.





“Lord our God, You used Your power 


	and You brought us out from Egypt. 


Because of that, Your name is famous still today. 





But we sinned and have-done [doing] wrong.  


Lord, You do (what is) right.


But please do not be angry against Jerusalem, 


	Your city on Your holy hill. 





We sinned and our fathers rebelled.  


So now people all around mock Jerusalem and Your people.





“Now, our God, hear the prayers Your servant offers to You. Listen to my prayer for help.  





For Your honor, do good for Your holy temple, 


	there, now destroyed.  





My God, pay attention and hear me. 


Open Your eyes and see Your city 


	- that city has Your name - 


		now destroyed. 





We do not ask You because we are good.  


No, we ask because You have great mercy.  





Lord, listen! 


Lord, forgive! 


Lord, hear us and act!  [do!]





For Your honor, don’t wait, 


	because Your city and Your people have Your name.”








While I was expressing my prayer to the Lord, my God, 


	confessing my sins, and the sins of the people of Israel,


	and praying for God’s holy hill,  


the angel Gabriel came to me. (I saw him in my prior vision.)  





About the time of the evening sacrifice, 


	he came flying quickly to me, 


		while I was praying.  





He taught me and said to me, 


“Daniel, I have come to give you wisdom 


	and to help you understand.  





When you first started praying, God already answered you.  


God sent me to you, because God loves you very much. 


So think about His message[inform] and understand the vision.





“God has commanded 490 years 


	for your people and your holy city.  Why? 


		For illegal, cut-off (to finish transgression).


		For sin's end.


		For evil, canceled. (to atone for wickedness)


		For holy living forever.


		For vision and prophecy promise succeed


			(to fulfill prophecy).





Learn and understand:


That command for building the temple again 


	will happen in 49 years.


Then 434 years later, 


	that's the time for the ruler named MESSIAH.





Jerusalem will have streets and a water TRENCH.


But building Jerusalem will happen during trouble.





Then 434 years later, 


	they will kill Messiah.


		He will have nothing.





Then another ruler will come,


	and his people will destroy Jerusalem,


	and destroy the temple.





In the temple, he will set-up something terrible


	that will ruin the holy place,


		until God commands his end.








�
Daniel 10:1-14 [text for Part 10]


In the country named Persia, 


	their king named Cyrus, during his third year, 


Daniel, his other name was Belteshazzar, 


	he had a vision about a great war. 





That message was-true, and Daniel understood.





[quote]


I, DANIEL, During that time,  I grieved (for) [continue] 3 weeks. 


I ate no[none] fancy food.   I ate no meat.   I drank no wine.


I didn't use any perfumed oil (for) [continue] three weeks.





In the first month, on the 24th day, 


	I stood near the great river named TIGRIS.  





While standing there, I looked up-and-saw 


	a man dressed in white LINEN clothes.  


	He had a belt made (of) [have] fine gold.  


His body looked-like yellow QUARTZ, shiny.


His face was bright as lightning.


And his eyes were like fire. 





His arms and legs were shiny like bronze.


And his voice sounded like a crowd shouting.





I, Daniel, was the only person seeing that vision. 


Other men with me, they did-not see that vision.


But they became afraid.  They ran away and hid.  





I stood alone, watching that great vision.  


My strength was-gone.


My face became white, like a dead person. 


I felt weak and lost.





Then I heard that man in the vision speaking. 


While I listened, I fell-to-the-ground, in a deep sleep.





Then that man touched me. 


	He lifted me on my hands and knees. 


I was afraid and-shaking.  





The man in my vision told me, [quote]


“Daniel, God loves you very much. 


	Think carefully about the words I will tell you.


Now stand up, because God sent me to you.” 





I stood up, but I was still shaking.





Then the man told me, [quote]


“Daniel, do not be afraid. 





3-weeks-ago you decided to get understanding 


	and humble yourself before your God. 





Since that time, God heard you, 


	and I come because of your prayers.  





But the prince over Persia fought against me for 21 days. 





Then one chief angel, named MICHAEL, he came to[for] help me, 


	because I was-alone struggling with the king of Persia. 





Now I come to[for] explain to-you[inform]


	(what) will happen to[for] your people, 


	because the[proceed] vision is about a time in-the-future.”  





[Here our reading is-suspended.]
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